














Vista
NEW MEXICO

“Just One More Time” —

The Indian Ceremonial in Gallup

Last year, after residence in New Mexico
for many years, we finally made it to the
Inter-Tribal Indian Ceremonial in Gallup.
After all, it was going to be the last one, which
made it sort of historic. Well, we’ve just
gotten a news release from Gallup which
starts out “Thanks to one final delay of
construction plans . the annual Inter-
Tribal Indian Ceremonial will hold its famed
exposition just one more time . . .” No
matter. If you haven’t gone to the Ceremonial
—you should. If you've gone before, you
probably have some strong opinions about
the Ceremonial.

I do, I think it’s glorious, sad, exuberant,
tawdry, amusing, irritating, not really com-
mercialized, and a nice antidote to
Disneyland. Most of all it is spectacle —

* the morning parade, Indians of many
tribes in panoply, many horses,
marching bands (there’s something in-
congruous about an Indian clarinetist),

* and the faces - really great faces - those

of the young smiling and enjoying the
holiday and those of the old, lined,
dignified, set. A little of show biz in-
crudes into the parade, fortunately very
little. It remains a non-slick production,
and I found it most affecting.
the dissident Indians, usually young
males whose hair and dress reflect not
the reservation but the campus, handing
out shrill, badly written protests of the
Ceremonial. They may have a case, but
they need an editor.
a sort of shantytown fairgrounds out-
side the arena, where you can get a little
of everything —nutty buddies, paper
novelties, fried Indian bread, some first
class Indian jewelry, even a swig of
wine.

* the Exhibit Hall, something like the
Indian Building at the State Fair, lots of
jewelry, rugs, baskets and pottery. I
especially liked the live demonstration
of sandpainting, and no one seemed to
mind picture taking.

Then there are the events at the arena. The

IF you look closely you'll see a small Indian boy
clutching the buffalo hide in this race around the
arena.

THESE are Zunis in morning parade. Note variety of squash blossom necklaces. Pot markings are usually

distinctive according to Indian group.

format of the Ceremonial consists of the ten
o’clock parade in the morning (on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday, but not on Thursday),
followed by the two o’clock arena perform-
ance of what the program lists as “Indian
sports, athletics, and rodeo,” followed by the
evening (8:30) arena performance of Indian
dances. Except on Sunday, when the after-
noon and evening events are combined in one
afternoon performance. I'm inclined to
recommend seeing the dances at night because
their drama is heightened by the light of
bonfires set in the middle of the arena. Taking
pictures under such conditions is a little tough
though.

The “Indian sports, athletics, and rodeo™
turn out to be a little wild. One of the first
events is the wagon race: stripped-down farm
wagons hitched to two horses making circuits
of the arena with standing drivers lashing
their teams on a la Ben Hur. It’'s what
promotional literature calls “‘action filled.” In
another contest, a group of frantic cows
straight off the range is turned loose and
chased by a group of equally frantic Indian
cowboys, each bearing a one quart milk
bottle. He who first succeeds in getting a
perceptible amount of milk from a cow into
his bottle wins. I forget what the prize was but
it should include a free visit to the dentist.

A more placid but still engaging event was
the sheep dog contest. I had never seen these
remarkable animals do their thing — in this
event rounding up and herding a group of
sheep into a corral. The dogs’ owners were all
Anglos and I haven’t figured out yet what
they have to do with an Indian Ceremonial,
but it was still sort of interesting.

They do a couple of things with a buffalo.
There’s a real, live specimen that looks about
eight feet tall that’s used for macho trips by
some of the more resolute — they try to ride
the thing. Time aboard is brief and in-
vigorating. I’m surprised the species declined.
Later, a buffalo hide is dragged behind a
horse in a race around the arena. The hide has
a passenger, a small Indian boy who hangs on
for dear life in what must be a modern rite of
passage.

And there’s a pretty good rodeo too as
well as other events. The Ceremonial must be
on the rodeo tour because most of the en-
trants had names like Billy Jo Custer from
Sweetwater, Texas, and they certainly weren’t
Indians.

* ¥ X

Logistics — You can do the Ceremonial in

a day, as we did, although it’s a little ex-
cruciating. And I most assuredly would not
drive. We took a Grey Lines bus, leaving at
6:00 a.m., that delivered us to the center of
town in time for the parade. We reboarded
the bus after the parade for a KFC box lunch,
and our driver then delivered us to the arena
grounds where he parked. You can leave stuff
in the bus and, since weather can turn cool or
rainy, it’'s advisable to take some extra
clothing. Following the afternoon perform-
ance, we returned to the bus, broke out the
martinis from our cooler, and later walked
into town for dinner. The dances start at 8:30,
and | seem to recall that we finally cleared the
parking lot about midnight, which put the bus
back in Albuquerque at some frightful hour.
A long day. Incidentally, the bus/lunch/arena
package is $22.

If you have a camper, your schedule can
be less rigorous, but how you actually get into
Gallup during the periods of interest, and
park, poses a problem of magnitude. Traffic is
awful and the local constabulary is unequal to
1t.

I have written for a supply of Ceremonial
folders and they will be available in Lab News
office if you are interested. The folder con-
tains detailed information about the schedule
of events and ticket prices. ® s

SANDPAINTING is a form of religious expression
among Navajos.

T

BAREBACK on a buffalo has to be the uitimate in
high resolve. Extended ride lasted about two or three
milliseconds.

NOT exactly Howard Johnson'’s, but the menu offers stew, corn on the cob and french fries. And coffee for a dime

and no headwaiter. Cedar boughs lend nice touch.
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Water Safety Reminder

Wear a Life Jacket

Brothers Jimmie (4513) and Conrad
(7121) Otero and Jimmie’s six-year-old-son
Matthew came through a recent boating
mishap on Bluewater Lake feeling just “plain
lucky.”

They were paddling a 300-400 pound steel
pontoon, supported on each side by a 50-
gallon tanks. “We didn’t have life jackets; the
pontoon looked safe and I didn’t think
anything could tip it over,” Jimmie says. But,
a combination of the rudder catching on a
buoy cable, high winds and large waves did
turn it completely over, in very deep water.
Conrad was able to catch hold of Matthew
and put him up on the overturned craft, and
then he and Jimmie held on. People on shore
saw their difficulty and they were picked up
by boat in about 15 minutes.

“We really were lucky,” Jimmie says,
*“and I'll never go on the water again without
a life jacket.” Amen.

NEW MEXICO Civil Air Patrol recently conducted a
one-week training program for some 40 cadets from
throughout the state. Visiting Sandia’s Exhibit Center
was part of the program. From left are Dick
Damerow (1442), New Mexico CAP wing com-
mander; Paul Carroll, project officer; Beverly Vito, a
CAP cadet colonel; and Len Beavis (1413), director
of the cadet training program.

A NEW LAWYER, John Kaufmann, has arrived at the
Labs to take the place of Ed Lenard, who has
returned to WE in New York. John has been with WE
for some 10 years, has an EE degree out of Mar-
quette, and did his law work at Georgetown Univ. He
and his wife Ellen have one daughter, age two, and
reside in a place called 4-Hills. John is a runner,
does several miles each day.

SHARLA VANDEVENDER (1753), a principal of the
Sandia Bicycle Association holds aloft a new map
endorsed by SBA. The “Bicycle Map of Albuquerque
— A network of streets for getting from place to
place through-out the city” red-lines streets likely to
be less lethal for cyclists. Cost is 65 cents and
proceeds go to SBA. Copies are available in LAB
NEWS office and from SBA committee members.
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