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First Livermore Area Settler —
Jose Amador, Rancho San Ramon

This is the third in a series of articles
by Herbert Hagemann, an eighth-
generation Californian, on the early
history of the Livermore/ Amador Valley.
1972 marks the bi-centennial year com-
memorating the discovery and exploration
of the Valley.

Just 145 years ago, the first Spanish
settler, Jose Maria Amador, arrived in what is
now the Livermore/Amador Valley. Born at
the Presidio of San Francisco in 1794, his
father was Pedro Amador, the old Spanish
soldier who came to California with Portola
in 1769.

Jose Amador also became a solider, ser-
ving the Spanish Crown in the San Francisco
Company and the Mexican gove, iment for
some 17 years, three of them in the Escolta in
the Sonoma Mission. He took part in the
Sacramento Valley expedition of Luis
Arguello in 1821 and went with Moraga to
Fort Ross and Bodega. In 1827, at the age of
33, he was discharged from military service
and immediately became major-domo for
Mission San Jose. That same yez *, he received
permission from the Mission pri_sts to form a
settlement at San Ramon, kncwn today as
Dublin.

One of his first projects was to build an
adobe which he named ‘‘Rancho San
Ramon.” With native help Amador then set
up a manufacturing establishment, making
blankets, harnesses, saddles, soap, wagons,
and other items needed by the white settlers
along the California coast. He also controlled
about 16,000 acres of land where he grazed his
own herds of cattle and sheep. These supplied
materials and his manufacturing enterprise
became the first in what is now Alameda
County.

No title was granted to Amador for the
16,000 acres until 1834 when Mission San
Jose received secularization orders. At that
time, Amador filed an application with the
government at Monterey for the land plus a
small parcel in the ‘“Valley” to include
Alamillo Springs, the water supply for his
manufacturing activities. Permission was
given by letter written by Father Gonzales,
the last Mission priest before secularization.
The old grants were for the most part marked
by natural landmarks. Just west of Dublin can
be seen a long hill with a knob at its southern
end. This was the western boundary of
Rancho San Ramon and the hill was named
“Pita Navaja” because of its resemblance to a
jack knife.

The two-story adobe which Amador built
was situated at the northwest corner of what
is now Dublin Boulevard and San Ramon
Road. During the earthquake of 1868, it was
badly damaged and was later replaced with a
new building by James Dougherty, the owner
at -that time. Earlier, about 1835, Amador
assisted by Robert Livermore, had con-
structed another adobe for himself. When
Livermore moved to Rancho Las Pocitas,
Amador then helped him in building the
adobe that was to be the Livermore home for
many years.

JOSE MARIA AMADOR, first white settler in the
Livermore/Amador Valley.

During the gold rush, Amador, with a
following of Indians, mined for gold in the
county which was afterward named for him.
Financial problems developed and he sold
portions of his estate to settlers from the East.
Jermiah Fallon and Michael Murray, natives
of Ireland, bought sections south of today’s
Highway 580 before 1850. Later, around
1852, Amador sold the bulk of his remaining
property to James Dougherty, whose family
held it until the recent development of Dublin
and San Ramon.

Congratulations

Ken Helmstadter (8177) and Joan Metz,
married in Livermore, June 10.

Virginia Mohr (8433) and Max Kane,
married in Livermore, July I.

Claire Morris (8422) and Calvin Allen,
married in Oakland, July 1.

Sympathy

To Cathy Banks (8213) for the death of
her father in Blackfoot, Idaho, July 1.

To Joan Maffey (8261) for the death of her
husband in Livermore, July 3.

To Clayton Mavis (8155) for the death of
his son in Livermore, July 5.

To Ken Shriver (8168) for the death of his
mother-in-law in Wayne, Nebr., June 23.

To Jim Smith (8236) for the death of his
father-in-law in London, Ontario, Canada,
June 28.

To Hank (8182) and Mary Witek (8340)
for the death of his father in Chicago, June 25.

Inside Russia with Sandian Stan Greenberg

“There are a great many faces in the
Soviet Union — more nationalities and a
larger diversity of people than I expected,”
says Stan Greenberg (8334), back from a
vacation which included 18 days in the
U.S.S.R. Escorted by guides from Intourist,
the official Soviet travel agency, he and two
other Americans visited seven cities: Moscow
in European Russia; Novosibirsk, Irkutsk
and Bratsk in Siberia; and Alma Ata,
Tashkent and Samarkand in southern Asia.

In these cities Stan was impressed with the
Soviet standard of living. “They lack some
amenities like sacks for groceries, food
packaging, individual reading lights on
planes, and so on but these are not really
important things.

“They certainly love chewing gum,
though. In customs, even the passport official
asked me for gum, after checking to see that
his boss wasn’t looking. I gave him some, and
he winked as I passed through the gate.

“Many old houses still are in use, some
quite attractive, but I understand they lack
facilities. I noted that apartment windows are
small, presumably because of the cold
weather. With his average income of $150 a
month, the Russian pays only a few rubles for
rent, nothing for medical and has no direct
taxes nor insurance premiums — so his
income goes mostly toward food and
clothing, which are as costly there as here.
Not many have cars but public transportation
is good.

“The story that Intourist guides show
you only what they want you to see is partially
true,” Stan claims. “They do show you what
they want you to see — not the slums. But we
had free time too and we wandered into slum
areas, usually with a camera. There are
limitations on photography, however.

“The Russians I talked with were
patriotic and proud of their life-style in most
cases. If you wanted to discuss politics, you
certainly could, although they were nervous
about discussions of this type in an Intourist
hotel dining room. I made arrangements to
have breakfast with a couple of students one
morning, and they insisted on a meeting place
other than the hotel.”

Stan says he found state control per-

vasive. ““‘Not only is the newspaper owned and
controlled by the state, but so are television,
radio, movie theatres, and billboards. Posters
and monuments to Lenin are everywhere.
Buildings carry signs saying ‘Long Live
Lenin,’ or ‘Long Live Socialism,” or ‘Labor.’ I
was unable to locate a New York Times. And
you need a permit to get into a library or a
school. In Irkutsk, I tried to visit a foreign
language institute because I thought I could
talk more readily with the students, but I
wasn’t allowed in because I didn’t have a
permit or a guide.

“The Soviet people believe they went into
Czechoslovakia because Prague was
threatened by western counter-revolutionists.
I stated that we had heard differently. Few
question what the newspaper says, but I did
meet one man, walking alone on a dirt road
outside Alma Ata, who asked whether the
United States is as bad as the Soviet press
makes it out to be. When I said ‘no’ he
commented, ‘I didn’t think so.’

“Even though there is a lot of anti-
American propaganda, the people were very
anxious to see President Nixon. Many times
when I’d say I was an American tourist, they
would answer ‘Nixon, Nixon.” He was to
arrive in Moscow the evening I left for home.
I noticed they had closed down all sight-
seeing, including the Kremlin and Red
Square, and the city seemed to be much
cleaner than when I first arrived.

“The Soviet people are very curious
about Americans. They are as friendly as we
are, although the language barrier can be a
problem. The 100 words of Russian I can
speak were invaluable, but at times, ironical-
ly, the words I knew in Russian, they knew in
English. Generally, the Soviets know English
a'lot better than we know Russian.”

About Russian life, Stan concludes, “If
you keep in line you can have a fairly happy
life — good job, comfortable income, ade-
quate apartment, and retirement at 60 or 65.
But if you object to something political or
step out of line, you can be in serious trouble.

“Religion is dying out. I visited two
synagogues — one in Alma Ata, the other in
Tashkent — both were run-down and mis-
erable looking. Each had about 200 members,

VISITING SANDIA/LIVERMORE recently to discuss the general development of superconductive coaxial cable
technology was Dr. Tsuneo Nakahara, Deputy Manager of Communications Division for Sumitomo Electric
Industries in Japan (left). He met with Dennis Rathburn (8137), center, and former Sandian Hartley Jensen (now a
UC/Davis faculty member), coauthors of a technical paper on nuclear test instrumentation with miniature
superconductive cables, which appeared previously in IEEE’s magazine, SPECTRUM.

THIS IS SIBERIA? Stan Greenberg (8334) and In-
tourist guide, Luci, at the scientific center of Siberia
— Academic City, near Novosibirsk, where some two
thousand of forty thousand people are scientists and
engineers, which no doubt accounts for Luci’s
bemused expression.

all quite old. The Jews I spoke to knew no
English and may have been intimidated by the
guide, but they appeared content. Several
from their congregations had gone to Israel.”

Stan traveled in the taiga in Siberia, the
forest region to the south of the tundra. “The
area was pretty — overgrown with birches,
the Soviet national tree. The government
encourages citizens to move to Siberia and
hopes to change its image from that of a vast
wasteland to a region ‘floating on gas and oil.’
I noted, however, that the Russians seem to
have a thing about Asians. They won’t even
admit that Siberia is part of Asia and the
Mongolians I saw were in the bottom
brackets economically.

“Overall, a fascinating and worthwhile
trip,”” Stan concludes, “but if you plan to go,
bone up a little on your Russian.” ®ls

Ron Young Awarded
PhD Degree

Ron Young has
returned to Sandia’s
Analytical Mechanics
Division 8352, after
receiving his PhD
degree in mechanical
engineering from the
University of Califor-

\ nia at Berkeley under
Sandia’s Doctoral Study Program. His thesis
was ‘“‘Local Error Bounds in Boundry Value
Problems Using Finite Element
Discretization.”

Joining Sandia/Livermore in 1968, Ron
worked primarily in structural analysis and
finite element program development. Before
that he was with General Motors Corporation
as a mechanical engineer in material
dynamics.

Ron received both his BS and MS degrees
in mechanical engineering from the Universi-
ty of California at Berkeley, in 1966 and 1967
respectively.
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