














Vista New Mexico

A Quasi-Ghost Town

Madrid, New Mexico’s usual label is ghost
town. With reason. Abandoned homes —
windows broken, doors swinging, walls that
can’t remember paint, roofs that no longer
protect but simply sag. Every year the pifions
creep farther down the hillsides.

But it’s not totally abandoned. The
outskirts may be empty, but downtown is
really very much alive. The filling station, the
antique shops, the saloon-restaurant, the coal
mine (now a museum) attract a constant
stream of visitors and patrons.

Memories of the way it used to be are
strong. Nostalgia is the antique shops’ stock
in trade. The saloon is dim and large —
anything but intimate. It was built to
accommodate a minefull of hard-talking,
hard-drinking, hard-coal men on a Saturday
night. Even a good crowd of tourists doesn’t
fill the vacuum they left behind.

The museum costs 50 cents (kids free).
And here the way it used to be is strong

indeed. The visitor wanders among a
bewildering array of mining equipment.
Much of it was used on the surface; but other
pieces were used to work the underground

coal seams.
* * *

Mining began in Madrid about 1835, but
it was the arrival of the Santa Fe railroad
through Glorieta Pass that made commercial
production feasible (in 1880 or so). Coal was
vital to the new railroad — a spur track from
Madrid to the mainline at Waldo made
delivery simple.

Madrid was unique in those days: its coal
mines produced either anthracite (hard) or
bituminous (soft) coal — in fact, the No. 1
mine featured bituminous on its left side,
anthracite on its right. Whichever the
demand, Madrid could fill it. Production
reached a peak in 1928 when 87,000 tons of
anthracite and 97,500 tons of bituminous
departed Madrid by the trainload.

MADRID: As New Mexico towns go, it was a pretty good size.

HOUSES weren’t luxurious, but were adequate and substantial.

Production declined slightly then rose
again in the early forties when the remote
boys’ school in the Jemez Mts. doubled its
usual order, then doubled that, doubled it
again, and still needed more. “My dad
probably knew what was going on (at the
place we know now as Los Alamos),” says Joe
Huber. His father bought Madrid in 1947,
and Joe’s recollections are vivid. “I don’t
think the men did though. They just knew a
lot of coal was moving out and that the
number of men on-roll was climbing back up
to the 750-man peak it had reached in the late
twenties.”

Just as the arrival of the railroad started it
all, the arrival of natural gas after WWII
signaled the end. By 1954 the mines were shut
down completely. And Madrid went from

company town to ghost town.
* * *

In its heyday, Madrid left its mark on New
Mexico. From 1920 to 1950 it boasted one of
the finest baseball parks in the state. It
featured New Mexico’s first electrical
scoreboard (electricity was cheap — the
generator was powered by ‘“bugdust,” the fine
grains of coal that had little market value).
The ballpark was one of the first to sport
electric lights for night games. And the
Madrid ballclub was one of the saltiest in the
area. How could a man swing a pick all day
and then play ball — well — at night? Simple.
Like many college athletes today, the good
ballplayers somehow managed to end up on
the softer jobs — no hardrock stuff for them:
the reputation of the town was at stake.

Madrid had culture — the Band was
known, if not heard, for miles around — and
aesthetics too. The Fourth of July celebration
was dynamite — literally. Every year the
powdermen came blinking out of the mines to
rearrange a mountaintop or two as a climax
to the fireworks display.

But it’s the Christmas decorations that
old-timers remember best. The practice began
on a small scale in 1922; by the late thirties no
New Mexico Christmas season was complete
without a trip to Madrid to marvel at the
dioramas, wreaths, and decorated pifion —
with the whole valley bathed in the light of
40,000 light bulbs. A hundred thousand
people used to gape through the town, some
by car, some by special train. And reportedly,

some by commercial planes whose pilots just
happened to get a bit off course. The lights
were turned off for the last time on Dec. 7,
1941.

* * *

Madrid is unique today too. Until last
month, all the buildings and all the land (360
acres) were for sale, lock, stock, and specter.
The new owner, Fred Ballentine, is a ghost
town buff who intends to restore buildings
that are structurally sound to their turn-of-
the-century condition. And he plans to
upgrade the museum so that visitors no longer
will spend half their time asking, ‘“Now what
was that used for?” If he can get some of the
old-timers (like Pete Garcia or John Ochoa)
to assist the new curator, he’ll end up with a
first-rate museum. Ballentine plans a “‘quality
tourist” area which reflects as faithfully as
possible Madrid’s early period. “Even the
eventual 200- to 300-room hotel will be built
in 1890’s style,” he states. He’s saying the
right things — in fact, he’s already stopped
calling it MadRID and now says MADrid as
the natives do.

So Madrid is on the upswing again — if
you want to see it the way it is now, now’s the
time. ® bh

LOCOMOTIVE hauled coal to the mainline.

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor:
[ was a participant in an absolutely

ludicrous event at the Coronado Club on the
night of Wednesday, May 23rd.

MASTERCARE, which has
approximately 2700 Sandia subscribers, is in
deep trouble. And about 10 people, other
than the 20 who were nominees for the Board
of Directors, showed up.

About 10 o’clock, just before we all
departed for home, Don Ledden,
Administrative Manager of MASTERCARE,
gave a speech of righteous indignation. Here’s
what he had to say to the 2671 Sandians who
never showed:

1. I am disappointed that people did not
come to the meeting. MASTERCARE
is not like an insurance company where
you have no access to the Board of
Directors. MASTERCARE subscrib-
ers can set policy.

Speakers

C.B. Bailey (2642), ‘‘Attaining Portability of
FORTRAN Programs”; M.R. Scott (2642), *‘An Initial
Value Method for Integral Operators — Kernels
Depending on a Parameter”; H.A. Watts (2642),
“SOSNLE — Solution of Simultaneous Nonlinear
Equations”; R.E. Jones (2642), “A Comparison of the
Quadrature Routines ANC6 and QNC7”; F. Biggs
(5223), **A Statistical Interpretation of the Use of
Smoothing in Data Analysis,” Numerical Analysis
Special Interest Group Meeting, May 14-16, SLA.

N.J. Magnani (5331), “‘Acoustic Emission and Stress
Corrosion Cracking of U-4%wt%Nb”; J.F. Gieske
(9352) and R.E. Allred (5314), “A Nondestructive
Measurement of the Elastic Constants of Unidirectional
Borsic Fiber-Reinforced Aluminum Composites,”
Third International Congress .on Experimental
Mechanics, May 14-18, Los Angeles.

A. Owyoung (5214), “Nonlinear Refractive Index
Measurements in Laser Media,” Symposium on
Damage in Laser Materials, May 15-16, Boulder, Colo.

C.E. Land and W.D. Smith (both 5113),
“Ferroelectric Ceramic Surface-Deformation Devices
for Image Storage and Display,” Society for
Information Display for 1973 International Symposium,
May 15-17, New York City.

H.C. Monteith (9344), “Computers,” five science
classes, John Adams Jr. HS, April 2; ““Creativity and the
Scientist,” Science Youth Days Program, April 5-6;
“The Great Pyramid of Egypt,” First Presbyterian
Church, April 15; and “ESP Research in Russia,
England and America,” Duke City Civitan Club, April
17.

H.D. Sivinski (5250), “The Planetary Search for
Extraterrestrial Life,” Springer, N.M. High School
Honor Society banquet, April 7.

O.L. Wright (7220), “History of Sandia Base,”
Military Order of World War, April 24, Albuquerque.

E.L. Burgess (5156), “Electric Power For Space,”
Spring Meeting of the N.M. Institute of Mining and
Technology, Sigma Xi Chapter, May 15, Socorro.

J.S. Philbin (5221), “Analysis of the Storage of
Reactor Fuel and Other Fissile Materials in the SPR
Vault,” UNM, Nuclear Engineering Dept., May 7-11,
San Cristobal, N.M.

L.P. Robertson (3132) conducted a workshop,
“Motivation and Motivational Instruments,” N.M.
Adult and Continuing Education Ass’n. Conference,
May 11-13, Las Cruces, N.M.

R.T. Meyer (5324), ‘“‘Pulsed Laser Induced
Vaporization of Graphites and Carbides,” Conference
on Mass Spectrometry & Allied Topics, May 20-25, San
Francisco.

J.W. Poukey, J.R. Freeman (both 5241) and G.
Yonas (5242), “Simulation of Relativistic Electron
Beam Diodes”; L.P. Mix, J.G. Kelly, G.W. Kuswa,
D.W. Swain (all 5242), and J.N. Olsen (5213), “Plasma
Parameters Affecting High-Current Field Emission
Diode Properties”; J.G. Kelly, ““‘Generation, Transport
and Compression of an Annular Intense Relativistic
Electron Beam with Return Current Feedback Through
the Cathode’; J.E. Boers (2414), “Digital Computer
Simulation of Charged Particles Beams and
Electrostatic Lenses,” Symposium on Electron, Ion and
Laser Beam Technology, May 21-23, Cambridge, Mass.

2. People have to use common sense in
seeking medical assistance. While we
emphasize the preventive aspects in this
program, subscribers must use some
judgment as to what help is really
needed. Where, previously, a mother
used to give her child with a
temperature an aspirin and keep watch
on the situation, she now rushes the
child to a doctor.

3. Both the doctors and the hospitals are
receiving only 70% of their billing costs.
How would you like to have your
salary reduced by 30%? If utilization of
the plan continues this way, you will
soon be involved one way or the other.

4. Your alternatives: Many doctors may
drop out if the future promises them
only 70% of their normal income. Or,
you face the risk of having your bene-
fits reduced. Or MASTERCARE could
possibly go out of business.

5. Subscribers must get involved and find
answers to the problems. Utilization
has to be such that the program can
sustain itself. Those you select as Board
Members are going to have a tough job
because they are going to have to get
you off your collective duffs and into
committees to deal with all the
problems.

6. How are we supposed to communicate
with you? Someone said our error was
in sending out the notice of the meeting
about three weeks in advance. Mailing
is expensive. And if we sent it out later
that probably wouldn’t have been right
either. So what do you think we should
do?

Well, that’s essentially what the man said.
And I’m sitting here pondering why I care —
I’'m not even a member of MASTERCARE.

Mary Quigley - 3131

Sympathy

To Hugh Howe (7633) on the death of her
husband in Albuquerque, April 27.

Deaths

Gordon Marney, a
dismantler in Redistri-
bution and Marketing
Division 7222, died
suddenly May 18. He was
51

He had worked at the
Laboratories since
September 1951.

Survivors include his
widow and a daughter.

* % % %

Fred Schneider of
Materials Development
and Mechanical Sub-
contract Division 7322
died May 19 after a long
illness. He was 52.

He had worked at
Sandia 27 years. -

Survivors include his
widow, two sons, a
daughter and a
granddaughter.



















