














Vista New Mexico

The Chili Line — By Rail from Santa Fe to Antonito

Once upon a time it was possible for a
resident of Santa Fe to undertake a trip north
to Taos by a combination of rail and stage,
passing on the way a splendid countryside of
canyon, river, and mesa. Our traveler would
board a railroad coach in Santa Fe on the
narrow gauge Chili Line around 10 in the
morning. The steam-drawn train would rattle
north to the point where the present-day
highway to Los Alamos crosses the Ric
Grande — Otowi Bridge — and continue
northward through the town of Espanola and
into Embudo.

Embudo lies some 20 miles out of
Espanola, and if you drive to Taos you see it
hard by the west bank of the river — a
collection of stone covered buildings, a still-
standing railroad water tower, and a rickety
bridge that some claim can be driven over.
Indeed, before you come upon Embudo, you
will see the abandoned roadbed of the Chili
Line running parallel to the Rio Grande.

After Embudo came the exciting part of
the train ride. The train climbed out of this
deep river canyon up to the mesa above on a
stretch called Barranca Hill. In 7-1/2 miles
the elevation gain was 1128 feet and the grade
was so steep — 4% — that two engines were
needed. (Going down took a certain resolve.)
Arriving at Barranca Station about mid-
afternoon, the traveler boarded a four-horse,
nine-passenger stage coach which took him
back across the river and on into Taos. Time
elapsed: about nine hours. The year: 1910.

The Chili Line, whose 125 miles of track
ran from Santa Fe to Antonito, just over the
state line in Colorado, had a relatively short
and not particularly solvent lifetime, from
1887 to 1941. Like the present day narrow
gaugers operating out of Durango and
Chama, the railroad was a branch of the
D&RGW, which instituted the operation
with high hopes for financial return. Lumber
and mining in areas served by the line seemed
to offer rich potential. In its early days, the
line was actually a combination of two
railroads — the Texas, Santa Fe and
Northern on the Santa Fe-Espanola link, and
the D&RGW from Espanola north. But TSF
& N foundered early in the game and
‘D&RGW was master of the road from the
late *90’s on.

A passenger wishing to cover the entire
route near the turn of the century would
follow this timetable:

Lv Santa Fe 9:10 Lv Espanola 11:05
Jacona 9:43  Chamita 11:20
White Rock Canyon 10:15  Alcalde 11:38
Rio Grande 10:25 Embudo 12:23
San Ildefonso 10:32  Barranca 1:05

Ar Espanola 10:48  Caliente 1:40

Servilleta 2:30
Tres Piedras 3:05
No Agua 3:30
Volcano 4:05
Palmilla 4:30
Ar Antonito 5:10

Passenger service ran daily, except Sunday,
and early photos show that the “consist”
usually included a couple of passenger cars
plus a baggage car.

Freight operations were more
remunerative, though they never approached
bonanza proportions. Lumber was moved in
considerable quantities from sites near Tres
Piedras and west of Taos Junction. Minerals
such as quartzite and mica were carried, and
the Espanola bottom lands produced a large
apple crop that was shipped out on the Chili
Line. It isn’t clear whether the Line actually
freighted any chili.

One researcher, John Gjevre, who has
written the definitive work on this railroad*,
notes that “Ski trains were scheduled from
Taos Junction to Cumbres Pass in 1939 and
1940.” But a familiar problem, lack of snow,
caused cancellation. Gjevre has another
interesting note for you watchers of the late,
late movie. Two movies were made on the
Chili Line — “Texas Ranger,” a 1938 epic
with Jack Oakie, Fred MacMurray and Jean
Parker; and the somewhat more ambitious
“The Light That Failed,” with Ronald
Coleman, Walter Houston and Ida Lupino.In
this the Rio Grande was briefly dammed to
make it look like the Nile while the train itself

ACROSS the river lies the Embudo Station house, one of the dozen or so stops on
the narrow gauge Chili Line that ran from Santa Fe to Antonito. New owner stands

COMPARED to the sound, the sight, and the smell of an old steam locomotive a jet
- .« plane s pretty anemic. Chili Line used engines similar to this one on the Cumbres
& Toltec operating out of Chama. Photo was taken by Russ Smith (7122) last fall.

was sheathed to make it look like an armored
train.

The Embudo Station along the Rio
Grande is perhaps the outstanding remnant of
the Chili Line. When we visited it recently, its
new owner — a small woman with red hair
who had spent many years with United Press
— talked enthusiastically of her plans to
refurbish Embudo Station, making of it a
museum/lodge. The veneer of fist-size stones
overlaying the surface of the several buildings
was the rather singular achievement
of the former station master, Henry Wallace.
Henry moved to New Mexico in 1912 for
reasons of health, became station master at

Embudo, lived there until 1934, and
apparently had much time on his hands.

For the usual reasons, the Chili Line
railroad shut down in 1941. Too bad — the
two steam locomotives chugging up Barranca
Hill must have been a colorful sight. If you’re
sentimental, you can still see a Chili Line
locomotive at, of all places, Knott’s Berry
Farm in California; there’s another at the
Colorado Railroad Museum in Golden. e js

*Chili Line, The Narrow Rail Trail to Santa
Fe, John A. Gjevre, Rio Grande Sun Press,
1969

in doorway, plans to refurbish station. Stone veneer is work of early station
master.

Recreation Notes

FUN & GAMES

Judo Class — Les Baumann (9550) reports
that John Gowan, a captain in the Air Force
and possessor of a black belt, would like to
start a judo class at the gym if enough people

sign up — like 15 or so. Classes would be held

once a week at 5 p.m., last an hour, and would
be held on either Thursday or Friday
depending on the preference of the class. Ten
bucks to sign up and $1/month fee. Call Les
at 299-9493 or see him at the gym after work if
you are interested.

* % % %

Sandia Bicycle Ass’'n. — If there’s one
thing apparent, it is that bicyclists are not very
apparent during the pre-dawn darkness,
reflectors, vest, lights and all. Principal
hazard: the overtaking vehicle. Next time you
drive in to work make your own evaluation of
the visibility of that cyclist ahead. It would
seem especially prudent for the early morning
cyclist to avoid streets with traffic — stay on
residential streets as much as possible. One
other alternative: don’t ride until the sun
begins to shine a little earlier.

LAB NEWS has received an intriguing ad.
“Wanted — Persons interested in bicycle tour
of New Zealand in early 1975.” That’s all —
no name or return address.

We've also received, courtesy Bob Pace
(2316), a supply of brochures describing the
Hagen “All Speed Bicycle Transmission.” It
describes an ingenious chain wheel
arrangement which, instead of stepping from
one gear ratio to the next as we do with the
present derailleur system, gives the rider an
‘“all speed drive . infinitely and
continuously variable.” Call us (ext. 1053) if
you want a copy.

If your 10-speed is acting up, plan to
attend the Velo Sport Bike Club’s
maintenance seminar on Feb. 13, 8:30 p.m.,
hospitality room of First National Bank at
Central and San Mateo. You don’t have to be
a member to attend.

Take Note

The Sandians, an organization of wives of
employees, will meet Monday, Feb. 4, at 7:30
p.m. at the home of Ann Brown, 7209
Carriveau NE. Guest speaker will be Dezi
Frauenglass, director of the Sivananda Yoga
Center. The group is seeking new members. If
you would like to attend the meeting, call
Mary Thompson, 296-2235.

* %k % %

Quo vadis, Sandias? From a Forest
Service announcement: ““The Cibola National
Forest has scheduled three meetings for the
purpose of discussing and inviting comment
on the Draft Environmental Statement on the
Sandia Land Use Plan.” The three:

Feb. 7, 7 p.m., Bernalillo High School
Auditorium

Feb. 8, 7 p.m., Cochiti/Taos Roorps,
Albuquerque Convention Center

Feb. 14, 7 p.m., Roosevelt/Montoya
School, Tijeras

A copy of the Statement is available in the
LAB NEWS office.

Sandia Chess Club — This Monday night,
the 4th, Warren Miller (9415) will take on up
to 25 other players, simultaneously, and will
chew gum besides, at the Coronado Club
starting at 7:30. If you win you get a prize; if
you lose — well, you’ll have lots of company.

* % ¥ %

River Runners — Last year at this time
Mark Percival (2411) suggested we run a note
in LAB NEWS to round up, hopefully, 20 or
so people to engage a boat to run the Grand
Canyon of the Colorado. Well, 90 people
signed up and three expeditions were
mounted. This year the Coronado Club (and
Mark) have in mind the same trip — 310 miles
of river from Lee’s Ferry to Temple Bar on
Lake Mead, eight days at a group rate of $325
per person. Cost includes bus transportation
to and from Albuquerque. Departure date is
July 2 or July 8 (two expeditions). The trip is
not limited to Club members nor to Labs
employees. Call the Coronado Club, 265-
6791, for further information.

* k %k %k

Sandia Labs Bowlers — Singles, Doubles
and Four-Member Team Handicap
Tournament will be held at Holiday Bowl on
Feb. 9 and 10. Team Event will be rolled on
Saturday and Singles & Doubles on Sunday.
Submit entries to Dora Montoya (1544) or
Leo Bressan (9532).

* %k ¥ %

Sandia Golf Association — Sign up with
SGA during their current membership drive.
Association fee is $5/year, and membership is
free to retired Sandians. Member benefits
include affiliation with the Albuquerque Golf
Association, the New Mexico State Golf
Association and USGA. Handicaps are
computed twice monthly, using the USGA
system, and are recognized and accepted at
any USGA affiliated event.

SGA sponsors tournaments and evening
and weekend leagues. New members will
receive an SGA patch with the thunderbird
emblem and a copy of the official “Rules of
Golf” book. Interested persons who were not
73 SGA members should contact Tom
Philbin (7614) for information.

* % % %

Sandia Tennis Ass'n. — John Walter
(2326) reports that tennis ladder play will
resume on Feb. 16, both doubles and singles.
A new ladder is being set up for 1974. Call
John on ext. 7390 for details.

* %k %k %

Sandia Runners Ass’n. — SRA Chairman
Jim Harrison (4731) sets a good example. He
runs to work every morning — 5 or so miles.
And then he runs home at night. Mrs.
Harrison complains that his eyes have taken
on that far-away look.

Road Runners have scheduled these
events this Sunday, the 3rd, at Burton Park
(Carlisle and Kathryn SE): 1:30 - Men’s Run
for Your Life, 1/2 mile; 1:45 - Men’s
Intermediate, 3 miles; 2:25 - Men’s Novice, 4
miles; 2:50 - Women’s Run for Your Life, 1/2
mile; 2:55 - Men’s Open, 2 miles; 3:10 -
Women’s Open, 1-1/2 miles. All runners and
would-be runners are welcome.


















